








Swami: But you said this was meant to be a mapping exercise.

Apu: I know I did...I said this project was designed to examine viewing practices and
interpretations of Hindi films among a small sample of ten Indian immugrant families. I also said
they would be drawn from two different social positions - (a) the educated, professional and
affluent class (doctors, scientists, software professionals, consultants, etc.), and (b) less educated,
working class (owners and employees of grocery & conventence stores. gas stations, motels &
restaurants, etc.).

Swami: We certainly did not get a representative sample; not just in terms of numbers, but 1n
terms of regional and linguistic diversity. It would have been very interesting to interview
families who watch Tamil and Hinds films, for example.

Apu: I also said, given the complexiaty of the 1ssue of class in general, and especially 1ts
intersections with caste, religion, and other variables n the Indian context, the findings in this
study will be treated not so much as a class-based comparison of reception, but mnstead as an
attempt to situate reception 1 a social and historical context that 1s marked by profound
differences in access to privilege at the local, national and transnational levels.

Swami: Sounded good when I first read 1t...

Apu: [ am not sure our interpretation did justice to that claim. And then there 1s the issue of
generation and gender in the Indian-American diaspora - both very under-examired areas. And of
course, methodologically, we ought to have combined our interpretations of mterviews with
close-readings of a number of films that came up often during the interviews - that would have
lent strength to our inferences. and, perhaps more important, helped readers unfamihar with Hindi
cinema understand the terrain better. And the form...

Swami: It was an experiment.

Apu: At best. But on a positive note, 1 think we did manage to estabhish popular culture as a
crucial site for exploring how identities are communicatively constituted 1n the Indian diaspora.

Arguing that cinema viewing constitutes one of the most culturally visible arenas of activity 1n
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the Indian diaspora, a topic that is just beginning to attract scholarly attention, we traced changes
in viewing practices over the decades - something few have done. In speaking with and for
families leading working-class lives, we have, I like to think, created a starting point for larger
debates and contests over several contentious 1ssues that reveal anxieties of Indian immigrants
from diverse social positions.

Swami: Do you realize you talk hike you write?

Apu [ignoring Swami}: By juxtaposing responses from more than two generations of Indian-
American immigrants, we highlighted the importance of thinking through media reception not in
terms of 'first’ or 'second' generation, but rather, through specific hfe stories.

Swami: And I was particularly struck by how reception, in the case of Hindi cinema. is really not
about meaning; 1t 18, our stories emphatically said, about relationships between viewers' hves and
film texts. It1s about what we felt siting outside the U.S. Consulate in Chennai, four years back.
Let’s leave 1t on that note, shall we? And head over to Shalimar and return these DVDs before the
aunty there decides to come home and get them!

Apu, nodding. picks up his wallet and heads towards the door.

FADE OUT.
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