











Chap. 5: Collaborative News Networks, Chan

for journalists? And what new conceptions of audiences among news professionals then, do
such exchanges between audiences and journalists, enable to be constructed?

This study, then, hopes in part to raise more questions than it can answer about the field
of online news that continues to redefine and transform itself. Those that have been outlined
above represent what is surely a mere portion of other than might be posed, just as what had
been presented in previous chapters as an examination of the social practices and processes
surrounding the production and distribution of news on Slashdot’s collaborative news network
represent what is a mere slice of others that have been and continue to be innovated. For
indeed, the forms and modes of expression that are generated on emergent models of online
news sites do not allow themselves to be predicted or fully accounted for. Demonstrating the
dynamism and multiplicity of user and editorial practices that are sustained on such sites,
researchers must be prepared to discover emergent models of online news production that
cannot be characterized or recognized by traditional modes of the news production that have
been defined by processes of organized routines and consensus. Similarly, they must be
prepared to find previous attempts to define an essential or definitive experience of “the
audience” of news challenged by the diversity in modes of users’ interaction with online news.
For the destablization of traditional lines of authority in online environments and the
transformation of the roles of editors and audiences with in collaborative news networks
particularly, require that researchers be prepared to reconsider established categories for and
conceptions of news production, its product, its makers, and the social meanings that are

ultimately generated around each.
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