
MIT’s Comparative Media Studies and Foreign
Languages and Literatures have joined forces to
create a digital archive of animated works pro-

duced at the Beijing Film Academy’s (BFA) Animation
School. 

China is rapidly becoming a world leader in animation –
in fact, major U.S. studios are contracting out their anima-
tion designs to studios in China – and more and more ani-
mation programs are being created at major Chinese film
schools. The BFA’s Animation School is among China’s
oldest and most prominent, having produced animated
works for more than 50 years.  

Under the direction of FL&L Section Head Jing Wang,
CMS Co-Director Henry Jenkins, and Metamedia and
HyperStudio Director Kurt Fendt, this new collaboration
combines the rich tradition of teaching and producing ani-
mation at the BFA with MIT’s School of Humanities, Arts
and Social Sciences’ extensive experience in creating inter-
active media projects.

“The digital animation project will enrich the Chinese
curriculum at MIT and provide rich materials for new class-
es,” said Wang, who will develop a new course offering
around the archive. “At the same time, it introduces the
MIT model of digital learning to our partner institution in
Beijing.

“Our eventual goal,” Wang said, “is to make the BFA
project open content so that global animation researchers
can tap into this fascinating collection.

Based on the Metamedia framework, the collaboration
will create:
� A rich, publicly accessible archive of animation films
created by BFA students ranging from the most recent to
examples dating to the beginning of the school, covering
more than 50 years; 
� A shared site that allows faculty and students at the
BFA and MIT to share teaching materials, curricula, and
student works on animation film education; and
� A community site in which students at the BFA can
share and comment on each others’ storyboard sketches,
character designs, and plot ideas. This will give MIT stu-
dents unique insights into the creation process of animation
films.

The Metamedia and HyperStudio teams have created a
pilot archive for the new joint project consisting of more
than 30 animated films ranging from traditional ink draw-
ing, animated ancient murals, and 2D and 3D animation-re-
ality hybrids as well as a selection of study materials.
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The images at right are from animated works from the
Animation School at the Beijing Film Academy. MIT
scholars are using more than 50 years’ worth of work to
create a digital archive. Images courtesy BFA.

Animation Archive Draws On CMS Expertise



title, “Give Me a Lab and I Will
Destroy the World: The Narrations of
Risk in Popular Cinematic Laboratory
Stories since the Nineteen Fifties,” he
is investigating popular images of the
natural sciences; how filmic laborato-
ry stories tell the clash of new and old
hierarchical orders between humans,
technology and nature. In the course
of his proposal writing, Mueller visit-
ed seminars at Harvard’s History of
Science Department. He also finished
his preparation for an upcoming exhi-
bition in Frankfurt, where he is show-
ing new artistic work on the meanings
of fictional scientific instruments.

Doris Rusch joins us as a visiting
scholar from her position as a post-doc
fellow at the Institute for Design and
Assessment of Technology at the
Technical University Vienna. She is
primarily interested in investigating
the emotional design of dramatic com-
puter games, something she has been
doing in Vienna and in cooperation
with the Department of Digital
Aesthetics and Communication at IT
University in Copenhagen. Rusch has
an eclectic background, having com-
pleted studies in German literature,
philosophy, English and comparative
literature at the University of Vienna,
where she also received her Ph.D. in
applied linguistics. Her work in com-
puter game studies is part of a larger
interest in “narrative worlds” that ex-
pands over books, comics, and films. 

Stefan Werning worked on his Ph.D.
thesis on the staging of war in comput-
er and videogames and interactive
media theory. Part of that endeavor in-
cluded teaching sessions of the history
freshmen class War and Mass Media
(21L.430). In addition, Werning par-
ticipated in the Education Arcade proj-
ect, developing a technical demonstra-
tion version of MIT Ghost (see page
7). Furthermore, he wrote an article on
the convergence of media analysis and
historical methodology with the help

of Professor of History Christopher
Cappozola taking Frank Capra’s
Know your Enemy: Japan as an exam-
ple. The article is will be published
later this year.

Alum

R.J. Bain (‘04) is working for Actual
Reality Pictures as associate producer
on the television show 30 Days. 30
Days is a documentary series created
and hosted by Morgan Spurlock (of
Supersize Me fame, pictured above)
that explores social issues by placing
individuals in living situations that are
antithetical to their upbringing, be-
liefs, religion or profession.

Jim Bizzocchi (‘01) is an assistant
professor in the School of Interactive
Art and Technology at Simon Fraser
University in British Columbia.  His
research interests include the emergent
aesthetics of high-definition video, is-
sues in interactive narrative, and the
use of games and simulations as edu-
cational environments. He will shoot
his third video art production,
“Winterscape,” in the Canadian
Rockies for an upcoming exhibition at
the Peter Whyte Museum in Banff.

Cynthia Conti (‘01) is a doctoral stu-
dent in the Department of Culture and
Communication at NYU. Her research
focuses on the microradio movement,
radio history and broadcast regula-
tions. Before entering the Ph.D. pro-
gram, she taught courses in video pro-

duction, communications and media
studies at several schools and colleges
in the Boston area. She lives in the
Park Slope neighborhood of Brooklyn
with her partner and dog. 

Francisco DeLaTorre is a visual ef-
fects artist for feature films. After
leaving MIT, DeLaTorre moved to San
Francisco in early 2002 to work for
Tweak Films, a small but high-end
VFX boutique.  His feature film cred-
its at Tweak include Hero, The Day
After Tomorrow, XXX: State of the
Union, and The Matrix: Reloaded.
DeLaTorre left Tweak to start work as
an independent contractor, and is cur-
rently working at Ntropic in San
Francisco on Underworld: Evolution.

Joellen Easton (‘05) is a public in-
sight analyst with Minnesota Public
Radio, where she will work on extend-
ing the news-gathering process into
the community and on translating
MPR News’ public insight model from
their regional to their national
American Public Media programs.

Clara Fernandez-Vara (‘04) is a
Ph.D. candidate at the Georgia
Institute of Technology, where Janet
Murray is her supervisor. Her research
focuses primarily on the development
of videogame theory, analysis, criti-
cism and design. She is a researcher at
the Experimental Game Lab, as part of
the Game Ontology project with
Michael Mateas.

Cristobal Garcia (‘04) is at Price
Waterhouse Cooper, and continues
work on his Chilean-base World
Internet project. Garcia is a founding
member of History Unwired, MIT's
Global Agenda Game.

Neeti Gupta (‘04) is a user researcher
and design researcher for Microsoft’s
mobile division, and work that she did
for Microsoft was published as part of
the proceedings of the 2004
International Conference on
Ubiquitous Computing.
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Robin Hauck (‘03) is a film writer at
the Museum of Fine Arts Boston Film
Department. Her responsibilities in-
clude researching and writing program
notes about films from around the
world; writing books for major film
series such as the Festival of Films
from Iran and the Boston French Film
Festival; and writing press releases for
upcoming events and calendars.

Sarah Kamal (‘05) is working on a
doctorate in media at the London
School of Economics. Previously, she
worked with UNIFEM in Afghanistan,
working to sensitize Afghan media to
gender issues.  

Zhan Li (‘03) is currently working as
an investment banking analyst with
the Global Media & Entertainment
sector team at HSBC in New York.

Heather Miller (‘03) works as free-
lance educational consultant for UN-
ESCO in Paris. Prior to that, Miller
was a supervising editor at Macmillan/
McGraw-Hill in New York responsi-
ble for overseeing the development of
a social studies K-2 program in print
and K-6 new media products for adop-
tion in California.  She is the author of
two novels: Baseball: A Story of
America and Grasslands. 

Sophie Ormerod (‘02) has been
working in online advertising: First for
a company called WhenU.com and
now for a company called 121Media
Inc. where she is their senior vice pres-
ident of advertising operations.

Aswin Punathambekar (‘03) is a
doctoral candidate in the Department
of Communication Arts, University of
Wisconsin-Madison. Building on his
CMS master’s thesis on Indian cine-
ma’s global flows, he is working on a
dissertation that examines the inter-
sections of Indian cinema, the new
media industry, and transnational au-
dience communities. He is also co-ed-
iting an anthology on Indian cinema to
be published this year by NYU Press.

Alex Rotaru, a graduate of the Film
and Media Studies Program (the pre-
cursor to CMS), is the co-producer,
editor and cinematographer of The
Hobart Shakespeareans, a documen-
tary now being shown on PBS stations
around the country.

Sangita Shresthova (‘03) is pursuing
a Ph.D. at the Department of World
Arts and Cultures at UCLA. Focusing
on the transnational dimensions of
Hindi film (Bollywood), she is a co-
organizer of the annual Prague
Bollywood Festival. In January, she
became a member of the PostNatyam
Collective (www.postnatyam.net).

David Spitz (‘01) is working as a mar-
keting strategist on Ogilvy & Mather’s
IBM account in New York. After grad-
uating from CMS, Spitz spent two and
a half years as a management consult-
ant with Deloitte Consulting’s market-
ing and e-business strategy practices,
and in 2004 he returned to school to
pursue an MBA from Columbia
Business School. 

Michelle Woodward (‘00) is photo
editor and media coordinator for the
Middle East Research and Information
Project (MERIP), which publishes the
magazine Middle East Report
(www.merip.org) for which she has
served as photo editor since leaving
CMS. Woodward says the goal of her
job is to “inject into the mainstream
media the work and insights of Middle
East specialists and photographers

who can provide unconventional and
independent analysis and perspec-
tives...about the region.” 

Yannis Zavoleas (‘04) is assistant
professor in architecture, teaching
means of expression in architecture
and architectural design at the
Technical University of Crete, where
he teaches design strategies and ex-
pressive techniques. 
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CMS Alum Alert

If you are a graduate of CMS, then
we’d like to hear from you. Drop us

a note at cms@mit.edu and let us
know what you are doing now, and let
us know the best email address for
contacting you as we update our mail-
ing lists. 

Comparative Media Studies focus-
es on social and cultural interac-

tions with technology. It is not the
study of interactive technologies, per
se (although it includes them). The hu-
manities offer a tradition of thinking
about media content, genre, story-
telling, and pedagogy, while the quali-
tative social sciences have an equally
rich vocabulary for discussing media
context, culture, society, and commu-
nity. CMS promotes a pragmatic style
of humanistic and social scientific
scholarship that prepares students to
think critically and productively about
media form, content, and context.

CMS helps students to become
leaders who shape and enhance our
understanding of media, drawing on
their background in the humanities
and the social sciences to tackle com-
pelling real-world problems.

The CMS curriculum helps students
build upon their prior technical and
professional knowledge to develop
new conceptual models and new forms
of expertise and to expand their brain-
storming, problem-solving, negotia-
tion, and communication skills.

CMS Promotes Pragmatic
Style for Media Analysis



Chung-Yuan Chiu and Jia-Yu
(“Elsa”) Li are the first special

students to spend a term at MIT as part
of an arrangement between Kainan
University, Taiwan, and CMS and the
Communications Forum.

The collaboration, conceived by
Forum Director David Thorburn,
brings four students and two Kainan
faculty members to MIT each year. It
is supervised by a governing board
consisting of Thorburn, CMS Director
Henry Jenkins, and Kainan President
Michael Tang.

spring 2006 MIT Comparative Media Studies In Medias Res / 14

Forum Partners with MIT World to Provide Webcasts

Beginning this term, webcasts of all
Communication Forum talks will

be made available by MIT World,
which provides free on-demand video
of significant public events at MIT.

“The Communications Forum is a
welcome addition to our video collec-
tion,” said Laurie Everett, MIT
World’s project manager, about the
arrangement. “These scholarly discus-
sions help MIT World stay true to its
mission to present a wide range of
ideas and topics to a global audience
of learners.”

The MIT Communications Forum,
founded by Ithiel de Sola Pool who
taught in the Department of Political
Science, has sponsored talks on all as-
pects of communications for more
than 25 years. An article about the
Forum and CMS appeared in the fall
2005 issue of In Medias Res.

“The rapid expansion of broadband
and wireless technology makes these
webcasts feasible and significant.

The collaboration strengthens both the
Forum and MIT World,” said
Literature Professor and Forum
Director David Thorburn.

This spring, the Forum will sponsor
a conversation between former Poet
Laureate Robert Pinsky and Thorburn;
and three linked forums on the state of
TV — the economics of television, the
changing face of television news and a
discussion with David Milch, creator
of HBO’s Deadwood.

The Forum will continue to make
audio recordings of its talks available
from web.mit.edu/comm-forum about
48 hours following live events.
Webcasts will be available from MIT
World approximately a month follow-
ing live events.

MIT World currently hosts nine
Forum events. To browse titles, go to
mitword.mit.edu and under “Video
Finder” select “MIT Communications
Forum” from the “All Hosts” drop-
down menu.

Evan Hinkle is the new administrative assistant for CMS and
will be handling schedules for both CMS directors. He grad-

uated from Northeastern University in December 2004 where he
worked in a similar capacity for the Department of Political
Science. Hinkle’s professional experience includes research as-

sistance for the Cyber Privacy Project (based at Harvard) where he helped or-
ganize a moot court for the recent Supreme Court case Hiibel v. Nevada. A li-
censed secondary educator with a degree in political science, Hinkle is an active
yogi and practices transcendental meditation.

Comparative Media Welcomes New Staff

CMS is looking for films, videos,
video podcasts and mobisodes

produced by MIT and Wellesley stu-
dents, faculty, staff and affiliates for its
2006 Media Spectacle. 

The deadline for submission is
April 10. 

Screenings will begin at 7 pm on
Wednesday, April 26 in 32-123 (the
Stata Center). All formats, styles,
lengths and subjects are acceptable.
Works-in-progress are welcomed.

The Chris Pomiecko Prize will be
awarded to the most outstanding un-
dergraduate media submission. The
prize is named for the CMS adminis-
trator who died in a car accident last
year.

To submit a work, send title, for-
mat, description and running time to
Gene Fierro at generoso@mit.edu or
contact CMS at 617.253.3599.

The CMS program is currently soliciting applications for two new postdoc-
toral teaching and research fellowships: one focused on media education and

designed to help support the work of the Education Arcade and the New Media
Literacies Project; the second focused on creative industries and globalization
and linked to the new Convergence Culture Consortium.

The post-docs will also be teaching courses designed to broaden the CMS
curriculum into areas that are increasingly central to the program’s research ef-
forts. The fellowship program is also designed to encourage the academic
growth of promising media studies scholars with recent Ph.D. degrees. Support
for the new postdoctoral program has come from an anonymous donor and from
the Dean of Humanities.

Special Students Arrive
From Kainan University

CMS Media Spectacle
Honors Chris Pomiecko 

Program Offering Postdoctoral Fellowships

National Heritage Museum  

Agood resource for students of
American popular culture is the

National Heritage Museum, online at
www.monh.org and on the road at the
intersection of Massachusetts Avenue
and Route 2A in Lexington.

Admission is free and the museum
is open seven days a week. 




