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Comparative Media Welcomes New Staff

Evan Hinkle is the new administrative assistant for CMS and
will be handling schedules for both CMS directors. He grad-

uated from Northeastern University in December 2004 where he

worked in a similar capacity for the Department of Political

Science. Hinkle’s professional experience includes research as-
sistance for the Cyber Privacy Project (based at Harvard) where he helped or-
ganize a moot court for the recent Supreme Court case Hiibel v. Nevada. A li-
censed secondary educator with a degree in political science, Hinkle is an active
yogi and practices transcendental meditation.

Program Offering Postdoctoral Fellowships

he CMS program is currently soliciting applications for two new postdoc-

toral teaching and research fellowships: one focused on media education and
designed to help support the work of the Education Arcade and the New Media
Literacies Project; the second focused on creative industries and globalization
and linked to the new Convergence Culture Consortium.

The post-docs will also be teaching courses designed to broaden the CMS
curriculum into areas that are increasingly central to the program’s research ef-
forts. The fellowship program is also designed to encourage the academic
growth of promising media studies scholars with recent Ph.D. degrees. Support
for the new postdoctoral program has come from an anonymous donor and from
the Dean of Humanities.

Forum Partners with MIT World to Provide Webcasts

eginning this term, webcasts of all

Communication Forum talks will
be made available by MIT World,
which provides free on-demand video
of significant public events at MIT.

“The Communications Forum is a
welcome addition to our video collec-
tion,” said Laurie Everett, MIT
World’s project manager, about the
arrangement. “These scholarly discus-
sions help MIT World stay true to its
mission to present a wide range of
ideas and topics to a global audience
of learners.”

The MIT Communications Forum,
founded by Ithiel de Sola Pool who
taught in the Department of Political
Science, has sponsored talks on all as-
pects of communications for more
than 25 years. An article about the
Forum and CMS appeared in the fall
2005 issue of In Medias Res.

“The rapid expansion of broadband
and wireless technology makes these
webcasts feasible and significant.

The collaboration strengthens both the
Forum and MIT World,” said
Literature Professor and Forum
Director David Thorburn.

This spring, the Forum will sponsor
a conversation between former Poet
Laureate Robert Pinsky and Thorburn;
and three linked forums on the state of
TV — the economics of television, the
changing face of television news and a
discussion with David Milch, creator
of HBO’s Deadwood.

The Forum will continue to make
audio recordings of its talks available
from web.mit.edu/comm-forum about
48 hours following live events.
Webcasts will be available from MIT
World approximately a month follow-
ing live events.

MIT World currently hosts nine
Forum events. To browse titles, go to
mitword.mit.edu and under “Video
Finder” select “MIT Communications
Forum” from the “All Hosts” drop-
down menu.

CMS Media Spectacle
Honors Chris Pomiecko

MS is looking for films, videos,

video podcasts and mobisodes
produced by MIT and Wellesley stu-
dents, faculty, staff and affiliates for its
2006 Media Spectacle.

The deadline for submission is
April 10.

Screenings will begin at 7 pm on
Wednesday, April 26 in 32-123 (the
Stata Center). All formats, styles,
lengths and subjects are acceptable.
Works-in-progress are welcomed.

The Chris Pomiecko Prize will be
awarded to the most outstanding un-
dergraduate media submission. The
prize is named for the CMS adminis-
trator who died in a car accident last
year.

To submit a work, send title, for-
mat, description and running time to
Gene Fierro at generoso@mit.edu or
contact CMS at 617.253.3599.

Special Students Arrive
From Kainan University

hung-Yuan Chiu and Jia-Yu

(“Elsa”) Li are the first special
students to spend a term at MIT as part
of an arrangement between Kainan
University, Taiwan, and CMS and the
Communications Forum.

The collaboration, conceived by
Forum Director David Thorburn,
brings four students and two Kainan
faculty members to MIT each year. It
is supervised by a governing board
consisting of Thorburn, CMS Director
Henry Jenkins, and Kainan President
Michael Tang.

National Heritage Museum

good resource for students of
merican popular culture is the
National Heritage Museum, online at
www.monh.org and on the road at the
intersection of Massachusetts Avenue

and Route 2A in Lexington.
Admission is free and the museum

is open seven days a week.





